
Unit IV – Problem 8 – Pharmacology: Antifungal Drugs 

 

 
 

 
- Important points: 

 Treatment must be continuous. 

 Proper duration: 

 Skin: 6 weeks. 

 Finger nails: 6 months. 

 Toe nails: 18 months. 

General Classification 
of Antifungal Drugs

Systemic

Amphotericin B, 
flucytosine and azoles 
(imidazole & triazole)

Topical Both

imidazole, triazole and 
polyene antifungals

Antifungal Drugs For Mucocutaneous 
Infections

Tpical Drugs

Nystatin: not absorbed from GIT, skin 
or vagina

Miconazole: impair synthesis of 
ergosterol for cell membrane

Terbinafine

Benzoic and salicylic acids

Systemic Drugs

Griseolfulvin: a fungistatic drug which 
is deposited in the newly formed cell 
(keratin precursors) until the entire 

infected tissue is replaced. It is better 
absorbed with a fatty meal. Duration 

of treatment is long

Terbinafine: a fungicidal drug which 
accumulated in skin, nails and fat. It 

has a shorter treatment duration


